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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1)[X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11/21/2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 28-31 are presented for examination. Applicant has cancelled claims 1-27 and 
added claims 28-31. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claim 28 recites "a first access system coupled to a first framework which interacts with 
the first framework; a second access system coupled to a second framework which is not 
identical to the first framework and which interacts with the second framework; wherein the 
extension layer provides a uniform, cross-platform, framework-independent interface between 
the first and second frameworks and the extension module.", which contains subject matter that 
is not supported by the specification. The specification seems to disclose an extension layer for 
extending the functionality of a framework comprising an interface couples to the extending 
framework, and a second interface couples various extension modules (see Fig. 2 and page 7, 
line 18 - page 8, line 2), and the extension layer can be adapted to extend other framework, i.e., 
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it is compatible with other frameworks (page 10, lines 13-21). Thus, the specification does not 
disclose, in any embodiment, that the extension layer comprises two different access systems 
coupled to two extending frameworks. Therefore, the specification does not disclose "extension 
layer provides a uniform, cross-platform, framework-independent interface between the first and 
second frameworks and the extension module". 

Claims 29-30 suffer the same problem as claim 28 above. 

Claim 3 1 recites "An extension layer for accessing and using an ordered file, comprising 
a first extensible ordered-data flow-based framework; a second extensible ordered-data flow- 
based framework which is not identical to the first extensible ordered-data flow-based 
framework, an extension module for an extensible ordered-data flow-based framework 
containing ordered data, an abstraction layer ... an operating system, wherein the extension layer 
... and the extension module", which is not supported by the specification. The specification 
seems to disclose an extension layer for extending the functionality of a framework with one or 
more extension modules comprising an interface couples to the extending framework, and a 
second interface couples various extension modules (see Fig. 2 and page 7, line 18 - page 8, line 
2), and the extension layer can be adapted to extend other framework, i.e., it is compatible with 
other frameworks (page 10, lines 13-21). Thus, the specification does not disclose, in any 
embodiment, that the extension layer including in it two different extending frameworks, or the 
extension module. The invention is an abstraction layer between existing frameworks and 
existing/developing extension modules. Furthermore, the specification does not disclose 
"extension layer provides a uniform, cross-platform, framework-independent interface between 
the first and second frameworks and the extension module" (see discussion in claim 28 above). 
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4. Claims 28-3 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in 
the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claim 28 recites u a first access system coupled to a first framework which interacts with 
the first framework; a second access system coupled to a second framework which is not 
identical to the first framework and which interacts with the second framework; wherein the 
extension layer provides a uniform, cross-platform, framework-independent interface between 
the first and second frameworks and the extension module.", however, the specification discloses 
an extension layer for extending the functionality of a framework with one or more extension 
modules comprising an interface couples to the extending framework, and a second interface 
couples various extension modules (see Fig. 2 and page 7, line 18 - page 8, line 2), and the 
extension layer can be adapted to extend other framework, i.e., it is compatible with other 
frameworks (page 10, lines 13-21). The information contained in the disclosure is not sufficient 
to inform one of skilled in the art how to make and use the claimed invention. 

Claim 29-30 suffers the same problem as claim 28 above. 

Claim 3 1 recites "An extension layer for accessing and using an ordered file, comprising 
a first extensible ordered-data flow-based framework; a second extensible ordered-data flow- 
based framework which is not identical to the first extensible ordered-data flow-based 
framework, an extension module for an extensible ordered-data flow-based framework 
containing ordered data, an abstraction layer ... an operating system, wherein the extension layer 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/7 1 9,64 1 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2194 

... and the extension module", however, the specification discloses an extension layer for 
extending the functionality of a framework with one or more extension modules comprising an 
interface couples to the extending framework, and a second interface couples various extension 
modules (see Fig. 2 and page 7, line 18 - page 8, line 2), and the extension layer can be adapted 
to extend other framework, i.e., it is compatible with other frameworks (page 10, lines 13-21). 
The information contained in the disclosure is not sufficient to inform one of skilled in the art 
how to make and use the claimed invention, i.e., create an extension layer that including a first 
framework, a second framework, an extension module, and an abstraction layer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§101 

5. 35U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

6. Claims 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 28-31 are directed to computer programs, i.e., software per se, which are not 
physical ''things". They are neither computer components nor statutory processes, as they are not 
"acts" being performed. Such claimed computer programs do not define any structural and 
functional interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. In contrast, a 
claimed storage computer-readable medium encoded with a computer program is a computer 
element which defines structural and functional interrelationships between the computer program 
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and the rest of the computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized, 
and is thus statutory. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claims 28-31 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 28 recites u a 
coupling system for connecting to an extension module for an extensible framework ", which is 
not unclear as whether this "an extensible framework" refers to first framework or the second 
framework, or a new framework. 

Claims 29-3 1 suffer the same problem as claim 28 above. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Apple 
Computer (QuickTime Technology Brief, hereinafter Apple) in view of Sellers (QuickTime 
3,0 - an Overview). 
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As to claim 28, Apple teaches an extension layer (QuickTime Media Abstraction layer; 
pages 7-8) for extending the functionality of a framework (QuickTime-based software 
application; page 2) which separate from an operating system, comprising: 

a first access system coupled to a first framework which interacts with the first 
framework (QuickTime ... QuickTime Media Abstraction Layer ... specifies how 
software tools and applications access the rich set of media support services built into 
QuickTime; page 2), 

a coupling system for connecting to an extension module for an extensible framework 
providing access to content or functions of the extension module (QuickTime Media 
Abstraction Layer ... specifies how to accelerate and extend QuickTime's capabilities 
through a powerful plug-in framework; page 7), 

wherein the extension layer provides a uniform, cross-platform, interface between the 
first framework and the extension module (Window platform; page 6, Macintosh 
platform; page 5 and QuickTime Media Abstraction Layer ... specifies how to accelerate 
and extend QuickTime's capabilities through a powerful plug-in framework; page 7). 
Apple does not explicitly teach a second access system coupled to a second framework 
which is not identical to the first framework and which interacts with the second framework, and 
the extension layer provides a framework-independent interface. However, Sellers teaches a 
second access system (QT 3's software architecture includes the Media Abstraction layer ... 
without requiring software modifications; page 1) coupled to a second framework (QDesign 
Music Codec; page 2, section 'QDesign music technology') which is not identical to the first 
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framework (QuickTime 3.0) and which interacts with the second framework (allow QuickTime 
developers to access a level of audio fidelity unavailable anywhere else; page 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to apply the teaching of Sellers to the system of Apple because Sellers teaches how 
QuickTime integrates current technology into its framework so the provides the users with 
advance technologies in one framework. 

As to claim 29, see rejection of claim 28 above. Apple further teaches a synchronization 
system for synchronizing data from the extension module (Timing and synchronization, 
synchronized storage read and write; page 7 and page 2, lines 1-9). 

As to claim 30, see rejection of claim 29 above. Apple further teaches a communication 
system allowing for the transfer of data or instructions between the extension module and an 
extensible framework (QuickTime Media Abstraction Layer specifies how to accelerate and 
extend QuickTime's capabilities through a powerful plug-in framework, and Additionally, the 
QuickTime Media Abstraction layer ensures that ... they become available; page 7, first, second 
and last paragraphs). 

As to claim 31, see rejection of claim 30 above. Apple further teaches the framework is 
an extensible ordered-data flow-base framework (QuickTime is ... media, developer can extend 
and enhance the media services accessible through QuickTime; page 2). 
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Conclusion 



10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See PTO 892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Diem K. Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272-3760. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Thomson can be reached on (571) 272-3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
DC 

November 7, 2007 




